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Perpetual motion machine devised
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Movement using magnetic force
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Rotational motion with water or air
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Rotational motion using weight
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Rotational motion using water buoyancy or capillary phenomena
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Dreams of perpetual motion machines
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| Introduction |

Since ancient times, our ancestors dreamed of alchemy and perpetual motion machines.

Alchemy was the effort to transform low-value material into high-value gold. Of course, this effort failed. But it led to
the discovery of elements and modern chemistry from the 17th century onward.

On the other hand, perpetual motion machines, as the name suggests, are devices that operate eternally without
receiving external energy. It became apparent in the middle of the 19th century that the dream of perpetual motion
machines could not be realized. However, the effort to develop them led to understanding physics principles such as
“the law of conservation of energy” and “thermodynamics.”

This corner features several perpetual motion machines that our ancestors dreamed about. Let us consider why

these could not be realized.
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Villard de Honnecourt's
perpetual motion machine
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Edward Somerset's perpetual
motionmachine
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Jacob Leupold's
perpetual motion wheel
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Marcantonio Zimara's
"Windmill that creates wind by itself"
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Robert Fludd's
circulation type ground mill
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Sir William Congrive's perpetual motion
machine using sponges
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Hermann Leonhardt's buoyant
motor using sponges
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Bishop John Wilkins's iron ball
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Perpetual engine using magnets
devised in the UK
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in Japan during the Edo period
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Ikadai-sirouemon's magic pump
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