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Chapter 5 “karakuri” in Everyday Life
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To Make Life More Convenient
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Though “karakuri” is commonly seen in dolls, its technology is used in many
different tools. Suzuki Sangen invented Sangensha, which is considered to be
the oldest existing bicycle in Japan. It was displayed at the 2nd National
Industrial Promotion Exhibition in 1881, and its design was praised by the
masses. The bicycle used a form of crank mechanism, and one can say that
it’ s a tool that used “karakuri’.

Flying shuttle loom (Hand loom with Batten) on display in the Permanent
Exhibition was a revolutionary tool utilizing “karakuri” that enabled the use
of loom with only one hand.
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