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Special exhibition: The innovation history of QR Code.

Toyota Commemorative museum of Industry and Technology : TCMIT was opened in June, 1994. It will be 30th anniversary of opening
in June, 2024. "QR Code: Quick Response Code™ was fatefully invented in 1994 at the same year of the museum opening, then moved
through 30 years history.

You know that QR Code was invented by the companies of TOYOTA group, don’ t you?

You are unconsciously using QR Code every day in daily life. Especially guest who are under 20’ s has used it around him/her since own
birth. QR Code has been used for electronic payment by smartphone, theme park ticket, platform screen doors and so on. Also it has

used for various situations not only in Japan but also all over the world.

The invention of QR Code started from 1992, it came from a real voice of production site. In the late 1980, a huge amount of reading
work of “ KANBAN " and/or Barcode occurred because of wide variety of automobile parts, increased export management of products
to USA and so on. “Product”™ and “Information” were managed by reading barcode on site, which reached limit to keep operation

quality due to operation workloads.

Engineers of DENSO COPORATION focused on two-dimensional code and worked toward the invention, as if they practiced the
origin of TCMIT: Conveying the Importance of the “Spirit of Being studious and Creative” and “Making Things (Monozukuri)” . Also
engineers of TOYOTA CENTRAL R&D LABS., INC joined the project, finally the project team made revolutionary invention in 1994.
In other side, a person in charge of international standardization worked outstandingly to popularize QR Code all over the world.

The exhibition looks back over the history of QR Code invention, then looks forward its possibility through providing examples
of QR Code application.

TCMIT would like to express its deep gratitude to many people and company involved in the exhibition for their enormous cooperation.

(Special thanks to)

@ Mr. Susumu Ogawa, Ph.D. In Management, Professor Institute of Business and Accounting, KWANSEI GAKUIN UNIVERSITY
@ DENSO CORPORATION

@ DENSO WAVE INCORPORATED

@ TOYOTA CENTRAL R&D LABS., INC.

Additionally TCMIT takes full responsibility for this special exhibition if guest find some defect content.

November 14, 2023
Toyota Commemorative museum of Industry and Technology
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