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Chapter 2

Launch of
automotive business

(From Kiichiro Toyoda’ s resolve to the establishment of Koromo Plant)
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After the Great Kanto Earthquake, Ford and
GM payed attention to Japan’s potential market
for automobile industry and launched in Japan
each in 1925,1927.

Kiichiro Toyoda, the son of Sakichi Toyoda,
was strongly worried about being monopolized
by US car manufacturers, if we do not do
anything. He decided to make inroads into the
automotive manufacture business and went
forward with setting his sights high, after he
had confidence from the patent transfer
agreement with the UK company, Platt Brothers
& Co., Ltd. caused by that Type G automatic
loom obtained world reputation.

He also launched many other departments one
after another which later developed into
today’s Toyota Group companies.

Amid the growing modernization in Japan,
several companies which later joined Toyota
Group were also set up and took the lead in the
modernization.
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