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Western surveying techniques at your fingertips
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Surveying techniques in the Edo period were % 'i?;- «*\
called Ryochi technique, Choken technique, ' )

Kiku technique, etc. Choken means measuring \ \

in the unit of length [cho] (= about 109m). \

Kiku means drawing with a compass and ruler.

Until then, surveying techniques were under

the influence of China, but when Kiku

technique was introduced from the West,

Shimizu school Kiku technique was established.

The Shimizu school style was passed down

through secret books and licenses, and its

users were limited. However, with the Suweyiﬁ:\l'{gijimques
publication of the "Ryochi shinan; which

means instructions forwords Ryochi technique"

that explained it, it spread widely and Japan's

surveying techniques improved.
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