AT 2 B 2 2x B

Evolving surveying instruments
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The magnetic compass is said to have been
invented in China around the 2nd century,
and was introduced to Japan around the 7th
century. In the early Edo period, a method of
measuring distance and height using a
compass and ruler was introduced from the
Netherlands. Using these as references,
surveying instruments were invented and
improved in Japan. These surveying
instruments were also sold to the general
public.

In the late Edo period, a surveying instrument
called a Daihogi, which could measure vertical
and horizontal azimuth angles with a single
instrument, was used, and its basic structure
was not different from a modern transit.
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A surveying instrument called a Daihogi
private collection
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