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Foreign powers approaching Japan
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The invention of the compass mad

long-distance voyages possible during the Ag

of Discovery, and astronomical observatio

technology also developed due to the need t

know landmarks for one's position at sea.

Japan began to come into contact wit

Westerners, starting with the Portuguese i

1543. Even during the period of nationa

isolation, information on Western astronom

and surveying methods was obtained through Lw>
. NABH
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In the mid-Edo period, Russian forces began to

appear in the waters near Ezo, making defense

surveys necessary. At that time, Tadataka Inoh

was given permission to survey Ezo. After

Perry's arrival, nationwide coastal defense

became a national issue.
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