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“Astronomical measurement and Topographical measurement”
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The word "survey" comes from the Chinese expression "measure the sky
to measure the earth." In Japanese, there are multiple words for
"measure’ depending on the object being measured. Surveying includes
both astronomical observation and topographical surveying. Astronomy
and surveying both came to Japan from ancient China.

All of them developed to a high degree during the Edo period while
influencing each other. Astronomy was used to create calendars, and

surveying was used to create maps.
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