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Sugita Genpaku, Medicine Doctor of Dutch Studies, 1733-1817

During the mid-Edo period (18c), medicine was dominated
by traditional Chinese medicine, which had been
introduced from China. Anatomical diagrams at the time
were largely conceptual, and medical knowledge of organs
was poor. However, the introduction of Western medicine
following the relaxation of the book ban by Tokugawa
Yoshimune (shogunate) led to an influx of Western
medicine, accelerating the development of medicine. When
Sugita Genpaku and others witnessed an actual human
dissection, they were amazed at the accuracy of the
anatomical diagrams in a Dutch anatomical book, and
translated it into Japanese, publishing “Kaitai Shinsho”
in 1774.
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” Kaitai Shinsho” by Sugita Genpaku
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Sugita Genpaku and others began translating Dutch anatomical books in 1771, completing after three
and a half years of hard work. This enabled more people to gain direct access to Western knowledge and

became a catalyst for the development of Dutch studies.
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