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Hashimoto Sokichi, Dutch Scholar, 1763-1836

While Hiraga Gennai is best known for his electric heater,
Hashimoto Sokichi, 34 years younger than Gennai, explored
the true essence of electricity even more than Gennai.
Sokichi mastered approximately 40,000 Dutch words in just
four months and became the first Japanese to acquire
knowledge of electricity from Dutch studies books. Sokichi
expanded the Elekiteru from a mere medical device to an
experimental device for exploring the laws of nature. And
he compiled the results of his experiments in "Treatise on
the principle of the Dutch Elekiteru” around 1811. He is
known as the father of electrical engineering research in
Japan.
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"The Principles of the Dutch-Invented Elekiter" by Sokichi
Hashimoto
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"The Principles of the Dutch-Invented Elekiter" by Sokichi Hashimoto
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Written by Hashimoto Sokichi, a Dutch scholar of the Edo period, this is Japan's first specialized book on

electricity. It describes the principles of static electricity, the structure of an electrostatic charger,

and 18 types of application experiments.

1811
B AFRE (privately owned)
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