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Udagawa Yoan, Dutch Scholar, 1798-1846

At the time, there were Japanese people with the ability to
translate and understand Western books. Udagawa Yoan
translated Western books and wrote a wide range of books
on subjects including medicine, botany, and chemistry. He
is particularly famous as the author of the chemistry book
"Seimi Kaiso", which was the first to introduce modern
chemistry to Japan. The names of elements such as "sanso”
oxygen, "suiso”; hydrogen, and "tanso”; carbon, as well as
scientific terms such as "sanka"; oxidation, "kangen”;
reduction, and "bunseki"; analysis, which are still in use
today, were coined by him.
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"An Introduction to Chemistry" by Udagawa Yoan
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This is the first chemistry book in Japan. One of the originals was "Essays on Experimental Chemistry" by
Henry of England, and Udagawa Yoan compiled the Dutch version of this and other books to write it. He

led to the creation of chemical terms such as elements, reagents, oxidation, and reduction

1837-1847
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