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Tanaka Hisashige, Inventor, 1799-1881

Tanaka Hisashige, later known as the “Edison of the East,”
began his career as a creator of mechanical puppet at the
age of 25. He created the “Yumihiki Doji,” considered the
greatest mechanical puppet of all time, as well as the
Mujinto (self-feeding oil lamp) and the Myriad Year Clock.
In his later years, he also helped develop Japan’s first
steam ship. In 1875, he opened a telegraph factory, the
predecessor of current Toshiba, and also embarked on a
career as a businessman. More than just a creator of
mechanical puppet, he made a significant contribution to
the development of modern science and technology in
Japan with his abundant technical skills and spirit of
inquiry.
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Automtic-fueling, long-burning oil lamp
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This lighting fixture uses compressed air. The upper tube moves up and down to send air into the oil tank,
which then uses the pressure to push the oil up. This type has 10 times the brightness of a candle and

does not require oil replenishment all night long.

SIF#H8 (mid 19th century)
610 X 155 X 155mm.



K ERET - N AT )
{ ) EEREE Y — - T J\—F v JVERZE360 > http://www.tcmit.org/360virtual/ 4. FaAy e Esifize 2

/\“_9'._\_,)[, EZI'_\ = Y~ >\ B e . . ;
f (I = (C SCREET chEEZ BT = — "9, B
Py nxTl FE?E%&W\I E ﬁEEﬁﬁﬁbﬂT Jtl_liﬁi&g__%u) ) ?ﬁ%?‘/?)b) HATTY Leth o MCBRDES - SEORIERESCET
THE VIRTUAL 3 6 0 p 360 E VR O>F VYT, ERBMEND/N\—FvILERRZESELUHSIZE0, Copyright(C) Toyota Commemorative Museum of Industry and Technology All rights reserved.
EXHIBITION ROOM .


http://www.tcmit.org/360virtual/
http://www.tcmit.org/
http://www.tcmit.org/360virtual/

