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Cooling Off
From Manual to Electric
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Edo period (17c to early 19¢) documents depict multiple fans connected in a
radial pattern and attached to a manually operated shaft. This is thought to
be the origin of the Japanese electric fan. The electric fan was invented by
Thomas Edison in the United States and imported to Japan in 1893. The
following year, in 1894, Shibaura Manufacturing Co. (current Toshiba)
produced Japan's first electric fan. Electric fans have the longest history of any
domestically produced home appliance, but in recent years even “bladeless
electric fan” have appeared.
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