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Communicating
From Letters to Telegraphs
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While letters have long been a means of communication, the application of
electricity to communication is called the telegraph. When Commodore
Matthew Perry arrived in Japan with his Black Ships in 1854, he presented a
Morse code telegraph to the shogunate. Graham Bell invented the telephone
in 1876, and it was imported to Japan the following year in 1877, where test
operations began. Further attempts to use radio waves for communication
also began, and radio broadcasting began in the United States in 1920. The
means of transmitting words electrically have made dramatic advances in
quality, quantity, and speed.
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