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From Lanterns to the Light of the Meiji Restoration
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Light, an integral part of everyday life, changed from lanterns in the Edo
period (17c to early 19¢) to oil lamps in the Meiji period (Late 19c to early
20c), followed by gas lamps and then electric lamps. In 1881, American
Thomas Edison put the incandescent light bulb to practical use, becoming the
first electrical appliance to appear in ordinary homes. In 1886, Japan's first
electric utility, Tokyo Electric Light Co., Ltd. was founded, and the following
year, in 1887, electricity began being supplied to ordinary homes. LEDs, the
latest in lighting, are expanding their uses even further, dramatically enriching
people's lives.
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