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From Natural Clocks to Electric Clocks
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Japanese clocks that utilize natural power began with Emperor Tenji's Rokoku
(water clock) in 671, followed by combustion clocks, hourglasses, and
portable sundials. When powered mechanical clocks were imported from the
West during the Edo period (17c to early 19c¢), Japanese people created
unique Japanese clocks, which changed the speed of the hands between day
and night in accordance with the times of sunrise and sunset, which changed
with the seasons. In 1889, Yai Sakizo applied for a patent for an electric clock,
and in 1927 the quartz clock was developed at Bell Labs in the United States.
In 1969, Seiko commercially released the world's first quartz wristwatch.
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