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From Western Appliances to Eastern Appliances
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The next electrical appliance to appear after the electric fan was a device that
used a Western-style heater. Because heaters are simple in structure, a variety
of products were developed starting around 1915, including toasters, electric
irons, electric charcoal grills, and radiant heaters. In 1924, the electric rice
cooker, the prototype of the electric rice cooker, appeared. The method of
cooking rice under pressure to make it fluffy is unique to Japan. Automatic
electric rice cookers that automatically turn off when the rice is cooked were
also developed, reducing the burden of housework.
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