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From Terakoya to Elementary School
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During the Edo period (17c to early 19c), Japan was one of the world's
leading countries in terms of education, supported by feudal domain schools
and Terakoya schools. The educational content there is said to have been
among the best in the world. From the end of the Edo period through the
Meiji era (Late 19c to early 20c¢), books on physics and chemistry were
published, knowledge of electricity spread rapidly, and the technological
foundations for modernization were solidified. When the education system
was promulgated in 1872 (Meiji 5), children began attending elementary
schools that included subjects equivalent to today's science.
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