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The Global History of Electricity
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Around 600 BC, it was already known that rubbing amber (a fossilized

tree resin) with a cloth would attract feathers and other objects. By

1600, modern methods were used to explain static electricity, and in
1752, American Benjamin Franklin demonstrated through a kite
experiment that lightning is actually electricity, leading to the
development of electrical theory and laws. In Japan, in 1776, Hiraga
Gennai reconstructed the electrostatic device, a medical device that used
static electricity, and in the United States, Thomas Edison invented the
phonograph and incandescent light bulb between 1877 and 1879, which
had a major impact on society.
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