HADA -4 >F FEIBEA

Hiraga Gennai: Japan's Da Vinci
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Hiraga Gennai is best known for his Elekiteru, even so his interests were
diverse. Gennai's defining characteristic was not only his scientific
thinking, but also his drive to put his ideas to practical use. In 1762, he
organized Japan's first pharmaceutical exhibition, and he is also said to be
the founder of the exposition. Gennai's Joruri plays were first performed
in 1770 and are still performed today as part of Kabuki plays. He also
showed talent in the industrialization of mineral resources and pottery,
and was a famous copywriter who popularized the "midsummer day of
the Ox"(eel-eating day).
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