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Gennai Hiraga, a man of great taste
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"Elekiteru” (electricity) comes from the Dutch word "elektriciteit,” which
Gennai pronounced "erekiteriseiritei."” While studying in Nagasaki, he acquired
a broken Elekiteru and brought it back to Edo (present-day Tokyo). At the
time, Japanese people had almost no knowledge of electricity, and they didn't
even know how it worked, but he managed to repair and restore it. Although
he didn't know what electricity really was, he understood how it worked. This
must have been because he had an outstanding sense as a scientist.
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