Steam Engine
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The steam engine was invented at the end of the 17th century and became
the driving force behind the British Industrial Revolution. The steam engine
also played an important role in the development of industrial technology in
Japan. The textile industry also underwent modernization during the Meiji
period (Late 19c to early 20c¢), with steam engines being introduced to
spinning mills across the country from around 1867. The full-scale power
loom invented by Toyoda in 1896 was also powered by a steam engine.
Eventually, as machinery became more electrically powered, steam engines
also came to be used to generate electricity, and one was installed on this
place in 1914.
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Photo of the Steam Engine at the Toyoda Automatic Spinning and Weaving Factory at
the time (made by Sulzer Brothers Co., Ltd.)
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Toyoda Sakichi established a weaving factory here in 1911 as a test factory for automatic looms, and

installed a Sulzer steam engine in 1914. The steam engine generated 300 kW, which, combined with

electricity from the power company, powered the factory.
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