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Foundations of Japan's Modernization
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Even during the Edo period (17c to early 19c), when Japan within
isolationism, Western information entered Japan through the Dutch
trading post. Scientists in a wide range of fields were exposed to the
advanced scientific knowledge of the West and eager to learn it. It was
precisely because there were Japanese people in the Edo period who
were adept at adopting Western technology that Japan was able to catch
up with the West soon after opening up to the world. As scientific
technology and industry developed, the introduction of electrical
machinery technology also progressed, laying the foundation for modern
electrical appliances.
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