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Seki Takakazu, Mathematician, ard 1640-1708

Wasan is known as a practical and advanced form of
mathematics unique to Japan that was established in the
early Edo period. Seki Takakazu developed it up to
advanced mathematics, earning him the nickname “Sansei”
(the "mathematical saint"). Wasan's development was
significant due to its ability to perform algebraic
calculations using written calculations. The value of pi he
derived around 1681 was accurate to 11 decimal places,
making it the highest level in the world at the time. Samurai
on their alternate attendance trips to Edo brought this
knowledge back to their provinces, and this "Seki school" of
Japanese mathematics spread throughout the country, even
to major castle towns and rural areas.
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Textbook used in a Japanese mathematics training course called "Seki-ryu Wasan °
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Seki-ryu arithmetic is a school of Japanese mathematics founded by Seki Takakazu, who was a
shogunate official in charge of accounting, and had many disciples. The exhibits are Seki-ryu textbooks.

You can also see the Pythagorean theorem in it.
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