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TOYOTA COLLECTION

The TOYOTA COLLECTION is a precious accumulation of science and
technology items from various fields, including Clockwork Mechanisms,"
"Surveying and Astronomy," "Guns and Cannons," "Medicine," "Paintings and
Calligraphic Works,"Crafts," and "Lifestyle" mainly from the middle of the Edo
period until the early Meiji era. To prevent the loss of these historical objects
and to have them available for study and research, the Toyota Motor
Corporation acquired them in 1999 as a social contribution and deposited them
with the National Science Museum in 2001. In the same year the collection was
designated as the subject of a "systematical inventory and research of historical
materials relating to science and technology in pre-modern Japan (abbreviated
as'Inventions in the Edo period')," by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology. Studies and research into this collection were carried

out by many institutes and researchers at home and abroad until March 2006.

In the latter half of the 19th century, Japan opened its doors following a long,
self-imposed isolation, and within a short interval the country attained a rapid
modernization that introduced western civilization actively and positively. It is
no exaggeration to say that the driving force behind this transformation was the
full-fledged culture of inventiveness that existed in the Edo period. Artisans at
that time did not just accept western machine technology as it was but adapted

it to create original devices of their own.

We would like you to witness through the TOYOTA COLLECTION the
essence of Japanese creations fostered in the Edo period: their precision, their
originality, and their artistry, in the hope that you may gain a deeper interest in

Japanese history and its inventions.
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