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Chapter 1

Roots of
Toyota Group

(From Sakichi Toyoda’s resolve to establishment
of the Toyoda Precepts)
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After the Meiji Restoration, the textile industry
supported the modernization of Japan. In those
days, mechanization had already advanced for
yarn spinning, but cloth making was still conducted
manually. Sakichi Toyoda believed the mechanization
of weaving machine was necessary for “making the
country prosperous and the people happy,” and
therefore he took it upon himself to invent a power
loom. In time several textile firms were established
for realizing Sakichi’s aspiration, and they
gradually strengthened their union under the
“Toyoda Precepts (Five Main Principles of
Toyoda),” which summarized Sakichi’s teachings.
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