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Epilogue: “Integrating the Edo Period into Present Day”
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People in the Edo period(1603~1868) lived in an eco-friendly society based on plants that didn’t
use electricity or oil. Human excrement was converted into fertilizer, and other limited resources
were recycled in natural ways.

That was the Japan that foreigners clearly saw when they visited at the last days of the Edo and
Meiji periods. What did we leave behind and what did we pass down since the Meiji
Modernization? When we consider how we should live in the world of globalism, it becomes
important to remember the way of life and thinking of these independent, self-sufhcient people
that lived during the Edo period. “utsusu” means change. And change means new beginning.
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