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Improving Power and Control
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A major example of Zashiki “Karakuri” is the tea-serving doll. There’s a spring
device inside the doll that serves as a power source for a clock, and there’s also
an escapement speed regulator adapted for use. The first clock-maker in Japan,
Tsuda Sukezaemon, took the “karakuri’ dolls of the Owari Clan one step
further. This is the story of the early Edo Period (17th century).

A famous haiku poet named Issa Kobayashi wrote a haiku about a tea-serving
doll. This fact shows that “karakuri’ dolls were already common at the time.
We’ll show you more of how “karakuri”’s work to satisfy your curiosity.
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