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Chapter 4 “Karakuri”s Flourish
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From the Edo Period to the Meiji Period
Blooming of “karakuri’ Technology
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“Karakuri’s during the Edo Period (1603-1868) became crafts filled with a sense of
humor and playfulness. People didn’t pursue improvements in its efficiency like
they did in the West. However, playful effects were added, as we can see in the case
of Yumi-hiki-doji (an arrow-shooting boy), a doll that misses the target on purpose.
Basic knowledge and technology that were deeply explored with “karakuri”
became useful when people began drawing in mechanical technology from the West
after the Meiji Period (1868-1912). Many engineers made effective use of the
steam engine when it was introduced from west. Tanaka Hisashige, in particular,

made great achievements.
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