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Chapter 6 Symbiosis between humans and machines
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Robots that Feel, Think, and Move
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If we look at “karakuri” dolls of the Edo Period (1603-1868) from a certain
perspective, one can say these dolls were wooden robots. People became
enamored by their human-like movements, and this took root in the Japanese
culture.

This affection for robots led to the creation of Astro Boy, a robot that can
even feel distress and agony. Today, Japanese animation leads that of robots
around the world. In factories, workers give names to industrial robots and
treat them like friends. In Japan, symbiosis between humans and machines

took place naturally, and it has become a familiar sight.
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