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What is “karakuri’?
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The oldest recorded “karakuri’ in Japan is Shinansha (The South-pointing
Chariot) (658AD), which was written about in Chronicles of Japan. The word
“karakuri” is said to have appeared in the 16th century.There are various
theories about the origin of the word “karakuri’, but one theory is that it is a
corruption of the word “karakuru,” which means “to manipulate something by
pulling a string.”

“Karakuri” devices consist of a power source that uses water, sand, a spring,
etc., and a transmission section that uses strings, gears, cams, links, etc.
Complicated movements are triggered by an ingenious gimmick that’s not
apparent at first glance. That’s why the word “karakuri” has a connotation of
“wondrousness’ and “tricks.”
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