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Chapter 2 “karakuri” Utilizing the Power of Nature
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Before the rise of steam engines, people used human power, animal power, and
water power to move tools. To make their work easier, they combined gears,
cams, and cranks, and as a result, various types of gimmicks were created.

The water wheel was the first mechanism that humans invented to serve as
their power source, which dramatically improved tool efficiency. Dolls and tools
using gravity and air pressure as a driving force were also created, expanding
the use of natural forces.

In this corner, we will introduce various examples of dolls and tools that utilize

the power of nature.
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